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Aunt Mai's Annual, 3s. 6d. Published by Archibald Co 
This annual has been specially prepared for the children of the reacT*^' 
the Parents' Review. It contains nine tales, beautifully illustrated 0 }! ° f 
new artist, Miss Alice Mitchell; several recipes for children’s ° ^ a 
stoves ; little gardens, and how to manage them ; handworks, iu u C00lcin & 
lessons in clay modelling, also fully illustrated ; and games * Wh^ ^ ’ 
children have read the tales, they will find many occupations 7 ^ 
wet day, and we trust they will find it a real companion. We^hahV 
grateful to our readers if they will order it from their own booksello 6 
and urge them to keep it on their counters. ers ’ 

Maurice or the Red Jar, 6s. By the Countess of Jersey illustrate 
by Rose Pltm * n (Macmillan and Co.). This is a delightful book so fresh 
and dainty and imaginative. There is not a dull paragraph in it and bo h 
boys and girls, from nine years upwards, will revel in the description of 
Querquex, the evil genius, and his life under the sea ; and how he treated 
S Nix - How Maurice fell into temptaboTand 

year each the K X T ° Ut W8 redem P*°n by serving for one 

faSe Tos tanht S ° f the Sea ’ and the Fire-Kin^ is told 

“ My dear bov ’ LI /tf aCt ,a Ve mannen The key note is the lowing: 
cannot do wrong in this w 1/ d - ' VOman ’ “ y° u are learning now that one 
most cordially recommendThe h'^ 01 ^ ° tHer penple suffer -” W e 

"ill write more books for the children ^ that ** C ° UnteSS ° f J ersey 
The Mew Home jq d tvt 

Brooke (Macmillan and Cn'i Molesworth > illustrated by Leslie 

books. It is written for rl'n ' S 006 ° f Mrs> Molesworth’s happiest 
child who has been the 'vi ^ L S fr ° m ei ^ bt T ears of a 8 e An only 
suddenly finds herself * 1 °u- °* a £ ran d m other and an old servant, 

importance. How the ^ f ^ bouse surrounded by people of more 
cured, j s most touchinvhf L b T eb , n§ ' S a PP ea red, and how they were 
little girls will love. escribed by Mrs. Molesworth. It is a book 

Mason (David Nutt ) pL? -°' d b ^ Robert Steele, and drawn by Fred 
0 1 children’s books. T hpir kS ' SSUed by Mr - Nutt belong to the aristocracy 
? f the blackest and clearer Pa *f F ,s . alwa y s of the best, their printing 
u y reproduced. All thp ' ^ * be * dus t ra tions most artistic and beauti* 

R >s not a book to be mL? / Cmarks a PPly to The Story of Alexander. 

t hr ow it about in his oL 3 b ° y Wh ° wil1 kee P * in the nursery ’ ° f 

thTL S ' Mr> Ste ele gives 1,™°™* Jt must be treated with the respect it 
Ap-p Car t St and one °f the L reasons f° r choosing this subject. It waS 
tofd h h Ever y° ne liked it, evTr lnterestin ff of the stories of the Middle 
hls ow n way. Ev ’ ., ryone kne w something about it, and everyone 
“ the anima ls (in a tale of Reynard the Fox) 
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liked it, and one of them told it to the Hon. It is one of the most perfect 
gift books that could be offered to boys over ten. 

The Ugly Duckling , after Hans Christian Anderson. Pictured in 
colours by T. Van Hoijtema (David Nutt.) This is an old friend in a very 
new dress. When we first glanced through it, we were struck by the 
drawings and intense humour, but own to feeling dubious about the effect 
on a child. Would a child see all the points of the artist ? After trying 
the experiment with several little ones, it was proved that one and all 
looked at the picture with the keenest and most intelligent interest, and 
constantly asked to see them again. Babies from four upwards love it, 
and older ones try to reproduce the bold outlines w r ith lead pencil and 
paper. The book is an artistic addition to a nursery library. 

Queen Victoria' s Dolls , 12 s. 6 d., by Frances H. Low Illustrated by 
Alan Wright (George Newnes). This book is published with the gracious 
permission and approval of Her Majesty the Queen. Many of the dolls 
first appeared in the Strand Magazine , and excited much interest, but 
the same dolls coloured, found on every page in this book, give a much 
better idea to the minds of the little maidens of England. They will 
realize better the unpromising dolls the Queen played with when a little girl 
like themselves, and how much her fingers and patience made of them. 
The variety of pattern and shape and colour of the dresses is very great. 
Miss Arnold is especially charming, and Dame Martha most characteristic. 
The Earl of Leicester is attired in pink satin knee-breeches, slashed with 
white silk, a white satin tabbed tunic with pink satin slashings, and a 
white lace ruffle. On his head rests the blue ribbon of the Garter, and his 
head is adorned with a broad brimmed black velvet hat, with flowing 
white and yellow plumes. 

The Yellow Fairy Book , 6 -. Edited by Andrew Lang. Illustrated by 
H. J. Ford. (Longman, Green & Co.) All children will welcome a com- 
panion to their Green and Blue and Red hairy Books. Last Christmas 
disappointment was expressed in many nurseries that the Fairy Book for 
them was a real one. The bigger children welcomed that, but the younger 
ones felt they had been over-looked. The Yellow Fairy Book is fully as 
interesting as its predecessors, and the pictures, as usual, are delightful. 
Mr. Lang deserves a round-robin of thanks from all the children who have 
spent many happy hours over the book he has prepared for them. 

We cordially agree with the advice he gives to children at the end of his 
preface, that they should all read “The Rose and the Ring,” by Mr. 
Thackery. Mr. Lang adds “ without it no education is complete.” 

The Angel of Love , 31. 6d., by L. T. Meade. Illustrated by T. Pym. 
(Hodder & Stoughton). This has now reached the fifth thousandth 
edition, and is probably known to most of our readers. Mrs. Meade 
always teaches good moral lessons. The allegory of the Angel of Love as 
told to the little girls in the book, is very quaint, and would at once be 
seized by a child’s imagination and influence its character. 

The Autocrat of the Nursery , $s % 6 d., by L. T. Meade. Illustrated 
by T. Pym. (Hodder & Stoughton). This is also a new edition of an 
old nursery favourite, and Mrs. Meade teaches good lessons in a quiet but 
impressive manner. 
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The Carved Box, by Norley Chester (Black, e and Son). This is a 
story from Switzerland. Boys of seven and eight would dearly like to read 
it the style is simple and clear, and the subject would interest all b 0ys 
How Pierre carved a box for the Lord Jesus, and then bravely sold it to 
prevent his father’s old horse being sold when the family were i n deep 
poverty, must be left to children to read for themselves. 

My Book of Travel Stories, zs. (Edward Arnold). This book and the 
two following belong to a charming series of Juvenile Books, each 
plentifully illustrated and written in simple language. This contains 
narratives and descriptions of places, people, and customs of different 
countries. Among other subjects we find is the great wall of China, the 
capital of Iceland, an Indian’s weapons, a visit to the Pyramids. Bayard 
Taylor and other known writers have written the accounts of their visits. 
A most useful book. 

My Book of the Sea , 2s. This belongs also to the above series, and 
contains graphic and delightful accounts of lifeboats, lighthouses, Grace 
Darling, the fate of Henry Hudson, the Spanish Armada, and many other 
thrilling and fascinating tales of the sea. 

My Book of Adventures , 2s. This is an attractive gift book for a boy. 
The account of the brave mother who rescued her boy from an eagle's 
nest, of the engineer who saved a train full of passengers by showing 
presence of mind, of a boy who saved his sister in a flood, is graphically 
described # in the simplest language. 

Ihe print is clear and good in all these books. 

[Several notices of interesting books must be left over till January, 
owing to want of space.] 


THE “ P.R.” LETTER BAG. 

[ The Editor is not responsible for the opinions of Correspon den ts . ] 

Dear Editor, — I should be glad of advice on the subject of children’s 
handwriting. I find that if I require all written work to be really beautifully 
done, either more time is needed for the work, or less work can be done in 
the given time than under usual circumstances. Is it wise to insist on 
s exercises being faultlessly written ? Is it not sacrificing the subject to the 
writing, and making every exercise a writing lesson ? On the other hand, 
do not quickly, carelessly written exercises spoil the hand ? I should be 
glad to hear what mothers, with more experience than I have had, think on 
the subject. I should also be much obliged for a list of easy music, about 
the difficulty of Schumann’s Melody No. i in the Children’s Album, and 
dementi’s first sonata. I want quite short pieces, by good modern com- 
posers, such as Scharwenka and Moskowski, and I think possibly some of 
your readers could help me in this. Yours truly, H. de F. 

I have The Musician , J. Ridley Prentice, where there is a list. 

Dear Editor, — The following lines taken from the letter of an Italian 
lady whom Professor Max Muller referred to me will show you how the 

Cry of the children ” is being echoed in other lands : — 

“ You will forgive my questions, but it is just about children especially 
that 1 make my studies, so all that is written about them does interest me 
very much. I am asking young mothers their notes and impressions about 
their babies ; I am quoting myself all concerns my three young ones, and 
I am also praying mothers and heads of colleges of every possible 
countries to try to obtain by young girls or boys some pages, very genuine 
of memories of their young life, of their childhood. I have already 
obtained very interesting pages by young Americans, and am waiting 
from other countries. It is not always easy to obtain a complete journal 
of life as that of my little Mary, now eight years old, and begun a year 
ago, but when I succeed I am reward of all. I am seeking for a girl 
or a boy travelling on sea, and notwithstanding desirous and healthy 
enough (*.*., not sea sick?) to write at least some day of week her or 
his impressions. Could you interest yourself to my work, and find in 
. . some good and strong willing mother or teacher who would be so 

good to help me ? Or would you at least send me some addresses of 
institutions that I may write directly?” Surely P.N.E.U. will exactly 
meet this anxious mother’s needs, and we must send her at once Borne 
Education , and Miss Mason’s splendid explanation of P.N.E.T. 
Principles in the August Parents' Review , which really ought to be 
re-printed as a leaflet. Your truly, E A. 

“ Dalmorton House,” New Brighton, Cheshire, 

Oct. 1 8th, 1894. 

Dear Editor,— May I be permitted, as one of your readers, to offer 
some criticism on the note appended to “ My Grandmother’s Daughters, 
in your last issue ? 

The point in question is, how Kitty’s mother is to train her in tidiness, 
and we are told that an enlightened mother will give herself up to this one 


